
STEWARDSHIP
Love  • Serve  • Transform

  

A few years ago, we began a practice here at Christ United of emphasizing our church’s mission during 
stewardship season.  Both as individuals and as a community of faith, we are called to “Love God, Serve 
Others, Transform Lives.”  This year, beginning October 16th, we’ll explore our mission through the lens 
of stories from Jesus’ ministry found in the Gospel of Luke.

Churches all over America have found that the pandemic significantly — and perhaps permanently — 
shifted attendance patterns.  Before the pandemic, 15% of our congregation was online on any given 
Sunday.  Today, we are averaging 40% online attendance.  Our staff, volunteers, and congregation have 
embraced these changing patterns, strengthening our ministries on campus while developing innovative 
ways to do ministry from a distance. 

Over the past year, our growth and vitality have been evidenced in numerous ways:

All of our ministries are made possible by the generosity of our church family.  As followers of Jesus, 
each of us is called to tithe, or to be growing towards the goal of tithing.  Stewardship season gives 
us the chance to prayerfully reflect on how we are doing in this important area of our discipleship, and 
to help our church home plan for the coming year of ministry by setting our own giving goals for the 
coming year.

In a longstanding tradition, we will all be invited forward at the close of worship on Celebration Sunday, 
October 30th, to place our 2023 Financial Commitment Cards, your giving goals, in baskets at the front 
of the sanctuary.  (If you can’t be here and would like to make your pledge in advance, you can do so by 
visiting cumc.com/stewardship).  In the coming weeks, please be in prayer about your giving for 2023.

I am so grateful to call Christ United my church home, and I know you are, too.  One 
response to that gratitude is to give back to God a portion of what God has entrusted to 
each of us.  If you have any questions or would like to visit more about our ministry or 
the spiritual discipline of giving, please don’t hesitate to reach out:  chris@cumc.com or 
(972) 596-4303.

In Christ,

Rev. Chris Dowd
Senior Pastor

58 people have officially joined Christ United, representing 38 new families.  Some of these new 
members live in other states, a sign of our commitment to, and investment in, online ministry.  
There are many more who have been visiting but have not yet joined. 
On any given Sunday, more than half of our adults are in one of our numerous Sunday School 
classes, growing in their faith and developing deep connections with friends in Christ. Many 
more participate in other Bible studies or small groups throughout the week.  
Our modern worshipping community has grown worship attendance by more than a third since 
this time last year.  
Our Serving Others ministry continues to transform lives in our community and around the world, 
serving tens of thousands of people in a wide variety of ways, including the growing number of 
homeless families in Plano. Additionally, in our first international trip since the pandemic, this fall 
our Vision of Light Team will take our eyeglass ministry to Honduras. 


